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Warring Forces Glare at Each Other Across]
the Banks of the Yalu---Korea Will Be |
the Scene of Great Engagements.

HILE the publi is ,'rt"‘d”h]‘-[r. within the theater of wa
lessly awaiting news of the|@nN aTMy O arm:Ts may ARSI SO N YN ‘,
. ) ¢ "‘-' which it may be necessary to defen -
panes rces at | , o : ~
landing of Japanese forces at| T'he theater of war in the Far East,|
Niuchwang, or of an attack upon Viadi- | the r comprises all of Manchuria, |
vostok by the Japanese navy, ~lfnh-nl~l\i that section of Slberia in which V1 n-le-{
—American army and naval officers who | Vostok 1 situated, Mongoelia to the e x'
know the art and science of war l" s«sary to safeguard the Siberian
. the Yalu R : o sthedvin _ | Railroad, Korea and Japan and the Liao-
atching e . & 1 Ve s s I L 18| .. - ~ .

R % . { Tung Gulf, the Gulf of Korea, the Yel-
the work the Japanese have done that { , Korea Straits. the Sea of Japan |
they may not be dislodged from Kore: | ch parts of the Pacific Ocean as
where they have become SO 1hu{'u;.g‘)‘.1}'l;‘!- adjacent to Japan. The - field of}
Intrenched. | operations, however, may be restricted
‘The naval victeries of Japan ‘,_Li to the district lxlhg between Mongolia,
China proper and the Liao-Tung Gulf or

Chemulpo and Port Arthur were glo- W s o - e
3 X ; 12 tl west, a line drawn through Harbin

rious, but why don’'t they fight on lan< cast and west ‘on the morth, the Sea of
Why does not Japan strike while the | Japan on the east, and the Liao-Tung|
fron is hot, and repeat its sea victo-|Gu Pechili Stralt, Gulf of Korea, :mulf
ries on land?’ persons ask whose know!l-| a line drawn east and west through |
edge of war is based only on the ac-| Seoul in central Korea on the south. |
counts of engagements printed in the Th !

- e T

newspapers from day to day. OPOgraphy of the COUI’!U’)’ |
Skilled strategists, whose experience | he topography of the territory over |
in the field enables them to understand | Which a war is to be fought determines |

the difficulties of occupying and holding |in advancs the general lines of strateg

to be

foll)wed by the c ending armies

{
a country as rough as Korea, are ) | >4 &
amazed by the achlevements of the Jap-|If the country is mountainous with few | SE A &
anese on land, and exclalm: “The world | Weil-defined roads, as is the case wilh |
has never seen anything more remark-|Marchuria, the army acting on l: W”‘mP
able than the well-ordered <»ump:ugn|“' A_\“““’_" has enormous advantages, |
which Japan has waged in Korea.' which the aggressor must overcome by
To the casual newspaper reader a few | 10TCe of numbers or greater skiil in the |
s " % art of war |
clashes between Cossacks and Japanese "_ . !
outposts at Ping-Yang and the an-| "he Russians, firmly seated in Man Am’
nouncement that the Japanese have churia with a constantly increas ng | ey TS
finally reached the Yalu River and are|3I'™V, knowing the only practicable lines
ir.treﬁchlng themselves there mean 1it-|° f advenca 'fur the Japanese, are in a pu-
rained military man the|Titicn 1o offer the strongest kind of op- WHERE THE FATE OF THE EAST WILL BE PECIDED.
tle. To the tre 3 stalion the s a )
S . Ya n- | rosition <o the enemy. Any invasicn i i di
arrival of the Japanese at the Yalu Iu-{ 005 0w o 0 ept by way of Nin.| The theater of the Russo-Japanese war on land and sea, showing the field of operations of the contending forces.
dicates a great achievement for Japan. T SR B, - - ay £ { h
It means the Japanese have gone as cRT—. and the Liao and Sungari val-| — —— - - ¢ e e el B e o e E
far north as they intend to go with a|ieys must be over wide ranges of moun- | ang 50 miles from Mukden., nl---- 2 & lall except a fifty-yard space, witk both
e my. and are at last intrenched |!2'Fs: which offer a natural protect would » the Port Arthur garrison in contact and electric mines. The town
PISRE Stany. for the Russian flanks. Eight mountain | on | - ' VLADIVOSTOK A PROBLEM. |
. ev will eventually meet ths r th 1ssian flanks Jight mountain | on its fenses and cause the isolation ! could be reached by bomt dnJI-»-' shipe
where the) 3 . ] e rtheast and ; | 4 .
coptmanity Iunges Tun northeast ant :““-“h““-*l of that pla The country north and | | at that time, as was recent the
The Coming Battle Ground thre llg!f .:us!mn A\Xa!’xr]:"\rlu. ‘1 he l-nuv.!x—' 1 of Niuchwang Is flat and Uwvr‘,.]‘ | Impregnable From the Sea, Jf'dl Japanese fleet, but this, sawve r the
£ . tai rising abruptly from the Sea of ! T is a very slight grade on the Chi- 1 f Withstandi Almos“ damage it might or may have done to
Rumors of the landing of large forces offer a barrier nearly 200 miles | nese Eastern Rallroad south of Muk- Capable o ithstanding e : 3 S
. : e ) . . - . ’ taliroad south of -Mu i | any Russian ships anchored in the har-
at Niuchwang and Possiet Bay do not ‘twcen the coast a the Por:|den. Moreover, that part of Manchuria Any Attack on the Land Side. St s Hot of any value toward cip-
distract the attention of the skilled mili- branch of the Chinese Eastern | bordering on : Liao-Tung Guif is cut oo —————le — s———% | turing the town ]»[, is likely that Im"-
tary man from the northern boundary | Railroad lup by dikes, and tidal creeks and PR Sl - 8 v g e oo ke e 5 0y : 5
of Korea, where he realizes the batties Only two roads in the least suitabie | swamps abound. It is, therefore, un-’ ,“!‘ the -es hn’vhq:;:' ;' ”l (:,h;‘;h o ;; hells might reach 1{"' _""w i
. . fes t - ris y n rolde
must take place. Small campaigns may | for military movements pierce these | suitable to the operations of cavalry. If | 1" N Ahat . racks. at_the west end of the Golden
> s , ~nges. One i T th: th dbanto b ) s Vliadivostok is situated, the Sea of Ja-| Horn and destrov them. But the forts
be carried out in other parts of Man-|ranges. One is on the north; this startr | a ese army were to attempt to | i g % K Viadivos- N ’
churia by the Japsuese to harass the|irom Possiet and runs northwest!|fi way across the Yalu and | {osn ‘”'.‘1 e \h("r;n. il'th p d'e 1ough they might suffer severely from
Russians, but United States army of- through Hu ! to Ninguta, through yugh Fung-V 1g-Chang to Muk.hui tok, "'"_"‘“'r‘“- is the chief military fire in some directions nnet be put
S ’ Pl alle ¢ Gai-Khe = o - = : pot T'he s situated at the south-| out of action
ficers are agreed the great engagements | the valley of the Gai-Khe, and thence Liao-yang, on the rallway, it would | b e ok M e R it penEs ac !
rarri g C us i sneraily s we arly N 3 16 Russians n end of ? Muravev-4 urs iin- -
between the “' ing Lnn\‘l forces m 171 :;\ ..;:v .\;\.r.'.‘ill}‘su\\‘;l k\lisux’,.h fh“ tlz m'. (1 to dr ‘.!" Ru nk bhefore it m‘n | sula. which projects from the mainland The Possiet Bay Route.
be near the Korean border. Japan is|th cugh Kirin to Mukden The road on | of successive lines of intrenchment in| g el oty 2 h e ' L - goa_ e
. , : the south begins at Fusan, Korea, and | a mountainous b 3. | a southwe ly line in to the Bay About seventy miles southward of
dcubtless endea rfing to give the im-|the sou egins a n, a, an a mountainous country easily defended. s < ’ i ¥l " = - p L, EE R - .
- : nerally northweasterly diree- | Operstis " o o S of Peter t} reat, This peninsula, | Viadivostok iz Possiet Bay, which opens
pression that she is about to inaugurate | runs in a generally northwesterly diree- | Operating in a level country like that chict i . . t {les ¥ ¥ | o e e =
.ltion through Seoul Plngya Ar about Nluchwan rould be rery dit- which varies ym seven io ten miles | out of a gulf between mountain ranges
campaigns in remo‘e parts’'of Man-|tion 1 Yok : Wii R e s in width, is hilly and rough of surface. | forth of Tumen River. It is a Russian
churia, and newspapers are publishing o g \‘\)I]T.(nw.; ot id T 1 o coather, Sk - SR S just scuth of the end of the peninsula, | military station, and some slight at
- o|crosses the Yalu and divides to three |t lose at han mee i anair g s et e Mg oy e * . v
much Information which would tend to|< ut;u 'l't‘ oo oy b € p“’_\‘ »I—H.g i 1‘ ]',’Il,:" A mdl : ‘“m_“g had | %, q separted from it by a channel vary- tempt has been made to defend the bay
show that such is the case; but there is|Tuads, one = ‘.n_m"‘ R s e e R dft and the |, = ¢ .om a breadth of half a mile at the | by guns and mines. It is a place of the
56 Dositive information that large b yodies | across “;._ mt\l;]mu!- and HH"UH)]~ to Po-t i.nn_..lrvu! place held, r\»’-.-!h‘};n'»xnﬂnlsi b Sl te mile at the east, les|first strategic imp; T . 1 “w-
side | Arthur, 170 miles away, another going | could ired into Manchuria. A| - Qe s T b B B T o . s
apanese troops have landed outside| =~ . ; . | KozaXkevite sland, as r pd & il arti > 2 actics
of "\," n r\ \“‘;d\ :(uam of Japanehs westward across low ranges and streams | place of t military value south ”f‘,‘\ ‘2:}- .t_'.':.wh' d, as rugged and hilly | starting point of the only pr.t«.u .4?)19
of rea. 4 1 into C hamulpu since | te Niuchwang, 130 miles, and the main | Liao-yang just east of Niuchwang|®" * e penins road from the east over the mountair
-.nldwrn has pﬁul“ intc ¥ s £ e The inner 1 is an arm of the |toward the Viadivostok-Harbin Raii-
5 3 res vay al¢ 1stle /M. Sur ! ] a stok-Hart 3
it Y‘O“'hl“ for the Japan"“' - ;fm!‘xl“ ':n;]‘lm: to ‘l;lao yang . wrhere At 1t 3 j.').". “;“““-r;g--‘hw‘;“: ".:uiuwhllé for ‘either| 0t the end of the peninsula. Of near- | Mukden. An invasion of Manchurix by
re ¢y the 2 -VaAng, i th ar heights, inv a , : : u | ‘-
e % it hf» }\;N‘;; '\‘; ;’ldll:a“‘:')rkin oad running north through H.-- valley | defense or attach. ly uniform width throughout its wheole 'this route for the purpose of taking
- C z 2 < 1 ! evrvin y se s inn P 3 av A 2 : o o “
Ny '\E‘I g E;i prr where military of the Liao, to Mukden and Harbin. it Strcmghold of Port Arthur \' ‘\n‘g ey this inner harbor leaves| Harbin should ‘satbf‘.!h» maxim of war
toward the Yalu 2 is along the Korean section of this road | -3 only a narrow tongue of hilly land on| that “other things being equal the near-

YELLOYW
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R N . a4 Viadi- |that the Japanese have advanced to the | Port Arthur has been described;in- de- | the western Elde of the ma.J peninsula,
Niuchwang, Port Arthur, an 3 1! ‘“m tail so often of late that it will be suf- | this 'row tongue being the Shkota
& Inerable points, an t is ) vient to sav that i 3 h at | pe a ag - n .
vostok dar. \:‘::”g;.mpa”  Serun (‘l“?“‘ Om the axtreme west there is aiiother] !!;'I:Y.. !l .:.1_\[ ;l..}‘t .xI is one o'rh!.xe mx;s]t ip; r..r.wx.‘.;; l,rh.tr!?ng northeast for abm.us
{ = | strongly fortified 1ree miles T g
o(jlil’“;" h n;'msb(; by the Japanese navy, | avenue of approach on the Russian line | Ir l” L! 3 ¥ : Wl . u:‘l‘il? - Wnrlt. | T e :m-—r‘ g - m”h?
. i \dee as be ;s = 2 rig ulte a e
w-]l e ha e . atreon wom | oF operation to which sufficlent atten- ndeed, it has ""n h. L. by some ob ;tu' \hf‘ r.;.:m, ).'/. quite at right angles |
which is destined sdbelersy s 4 o | tion has not been drawn. This is by | tr ers to be overfortified. The entrance | with its first direction, forming a deep, |
at will, at least until the Russians are j /=% s E = = 1 " 1 to the harbor is narrow, and is flanked | safe anchorage about three miles long
- 1s fro European | way of Chin-Wang-Tao, along the rail-| b g |
re-enforced by vessels from = v | )_‘d s e N e el by commanding heights, upon which are | 1 three arters of a mile wide; this|
waters. Even land expeditions may be 7";‘: Iiunnr’nis -t0l1§‘~ t\‘ill I:}:‘ n we ‘}' '* | forts armed with the heaviest guns. A 1 famous *“Golden Horn'" of the
- rer tc a- o x which | 3
attempted through those ports, but such o - ‘l"; \":\J‘ R, - INAUCS § hain of hills encircles | Pacific, The inner harbor is surround- |
expeditions will be small as ’;\'m";‘,rfd T o Timarsd “,«t:a;(‘mg o few miles  Thia|the harbor, - | ed on every side by hills from 200 to 600
w the movements along the Yalu atively sj s e 18] eminences are crownd wit rtifications | " . hw ) . |
.“h { route should be fixed in the mind as a sl e - s e e e Ol -thE RorChWest I Sds |
River. B = 1 which dominate not only the harbor but | ect the town from assault In|
{ possible line of Japanese adv - 2 - {
Is Fighting For : > S Y the surrot g hills The Japanese | ‘tion. On the north of the Gol- |
What Japan Is Fig 4 . | other road of an indifferent character| payve place where from behind | they e gradually toward|
ns | - - —— p LS pes . e hey s adi 3 yward |
Both political and strategie conditions ! drnp.ﬂ‘ su\x!h. from Kirin, along the u the Liac promontory they can | and on this slope, along the‘
make it certain that the great battles {per Sungari and strikes the northern| throw shells harbor and city |, ern side of the Horn, lies the town. |
of the war will be fought near the|apex of the Yzalu at Maofurchan. There | with virtual ¥y to themselves | oy ¥ G j o
Yalu. Korea is what Japan Is fighting | js a trail also from Kilju, on the east-| The proof of this is shown by the fact | The Port Well Defended. i
for. The peninsula has been fortified I erg coast of Korea, over the mmxr«mlnqi the Japanese bombard from i Across the Horn to the south are |
by the Japanese, and will be defended | an through Maofurchan, by which it |t} ; Fu 1 fleet invariably | abrug thickly “:,"»dml hills, the nrl"~,‘:
bv them. Their cause will be strength- { would be possible to reach Mukden ! s the outer harbor. Up | bu ,,;,.,{‘ them being magazines
ened by limiting their activity chiefiy | The most practicable route, however, | ring attempts of the | + places for explosives of one|
to the territory they claim. Then from | for an Invasion of Manchuria, if Har- i Japanese to seal the narrow t-utr:mw-% sther. The railway enters |
a strategic point of view it would be)pin be the objective, is by way of Niu-|to the harbor by sinking steamers there its west end. rupning a MHt-|
ruinous for Japan to wander away from | chwang and up the valleys of the Liao| have fal of that purpose, although! dowr ne i a
c it nd pursue i lown t inner shore of ths
Korea, its base of supplles, and pursue | 4,4 Sungari. Any effort on the center | undoubte they have still farther nar. | g t peninsula This peninsula 1s
the Russians far into a country Japan | or left flank of the ‘Russian positions | rowed the channel by their obstructions ed by at least three forts along
2 ¢ rontrol. 1 ; ) . =, iy = 2
(.:,;mot :‘r:\p:r to“:%:t ' Tasinie S must be over mountaln ranges . | Sprmg Flood an Obstacle. immit, and the channel to the west
Sven e I @ " — _ : it sint Cozakevite 1
tory in the present war it is unlikely +—~—-————7 o & all Manchuria, the Liao- it s *;“‘Lf‘g“‘zr“t‘l:‘t:hl 1s
. ‘ 1 narr Aan daangero gcause
that Japan can gain possession of Man- t J a excepted, experiences \ = Tha lals i
churia Trade concessions of great WHERE ]APAN MUST ENTER two r'u-, 1s—when the ice and snow | eef e nds \_[ h.’, "‘I‘“‘.d to the |
value to the Japanese may be forced T melt during this month, and during his cut into by 2 ”\:r\ ‘”-l}‘r.d lnnl%.
. - Vi ian | NArrow arm of water entering the
from the Russians, but Japan can | The Line of the Yalu—Port Arthur June monsoons come. This region e - 1...‘ : «' : ., ll ¢ ,; rom .x.
scarcely hope to acquire more territory | | . has 3 melted flood, augmented | northwestern coast, and reac l!?g near-
than the Korean peninsula and Niuchwang the Key to the| !y, jeavy rainstorms, and after that it |} er to the eastern coast of the is-
n rear . % - - v . land I'he hilly peninsula which is thu
i Liao Valley. and bakes. Wells and most of | ‘and. 1he hilly ins : s
Prepared for Long Campaign. | eams, except the Liao, dry up |formed of the northern-eastern part of
In direct water communication with P L sl | e, d she hot summer from April to|the island ends at its western end In a
% ]
its base of suppiies, the Japanese army On the southeast of the theater of | g., b chen the heavy frost comes | Squarish headland named Point Larte-
along the Yalu River is prepared 10 |gperations is the moyntainous district|s r winter is vshered in with | nov, which is just #8 the narro wch
- a lon . P n 8 eglon e P ™ x ax vavoe | oy hich is L ACross } OW
S ':l:’m”'; 'I:‘gs(.::;p;;g:g!"'}”‘;,l ,r]”l":“ of northern Korea, with the Yalu offer-| @ ) T} fl I"“' - havoc | - w3 ‘.: . st “1 "‘; 'n‘P ';';rk’ 'l“
while the uss! B 1 1€ alu can- 3 : " avs and the bridlepaths | ¢ 1 fror the enc 53 the ola
, 5 e ... | ing a natural line of defense for Russia. | . . et v 2
not receive supplies by water, and have C e tov and they make | per is provided with forts
inadequate facilities for transporting What use she will make of it probably impossible the maintenance of s
provisions overland through the rough | will be known in & few weeks, a8 the| even a trall over the Chang-pal-shan wiannel, called the Eastern
country separating them from their Japanese advance now zre on the Kor-| Mo whic guard Manchuria | Be orus Strait, extends from this|
raflroad. Consequently a wal ean bank of its lower reaches. Near ite| from t} rean side. A Japanese army | narrow western entrance in a south- |
on the Yalu will be less dis - mouth the Yalu broadens. Its lake-lik { f inva st ng from the northeast terly line between this hilly coast ,\ri
the Japanese than to the Russians. | < xpansion is about twenty-five miles in| ©r Kor indar near the upper | Kozakevitch Island ard the equally hilly | |
Russia pr<‘rv'e"rllz-‘ has rml'-ln‘rw: to hope | jongth, and from three to four miles in | reaches Yalu, or from Posslet |and much indented coast of the main |
that it can galn control of Korea. This | wijdth. The tides are heavy, raising and | B2 with netrating P ula end Both of se  hilly
would be as much out of the question |jowering the level of the large basin by | t ir o of the | s es b several forts, -astern
as the control of Manchuria by twenty feet at every flow and ebb. Sea , pi a difficult ;I of the main peninsula is [rulrmp,ml
Btill the two nations guard the 1 going junks ply up and down for thi | 1 *more of | ¢, the southwest in a high spit of land,
. B p ouy| P
the Yalu zealously, each fearing miles, beyond which point the river is| moun- { s nswering which from Kozakevitch Is-
other will get the larger slice navigable by smaller boats for about| atts land comes a similar spit extending to-
spolls. 120 miles, A little above the widening| - ; ward the northeast. In the mlddle of the
While the skilled strategist emphasizes | of the lower Yalu begin the dense for-|! narrowed Bosphorus Channel between
the importa of the situation in|ests that line both banks of the rive DI . - y Island, heavily
Korea, h act in the least | most of the way to its sources, making | ! . Wing ;| S00ds, AugRIOn] into the Golden
from the T land and sea|the upper Yalu somewhat difficult fw‘ e b s ”\’vl;.' v is easily ap-
rege P et » 1 h row streams with moun- | : 3 e {
forces along the .\Lm: hurian coast and | 1arge military operations, Several writ E | 'v ITOw ; : “\..\'l 41‘ = o 1 the eastern !
in the interior of Manchuria. Campaigns | ©¥® have described this forest as almost | tain o ST IEd g innel, and is so set about with hills |
- enetrable on account of the dense! ) : » |
conducted away from the great center impenetra - . { that a hostile could hardly do
mde N z - ) } . o I3 ot t ¢ i |
of action in this war will doubtless be | Undergrowth. No cart roads extend to | Some Idea of Distances. | ot g & bomberdment o
of greater de than the chief the river, and only pa own to Son 1 f d nees in the the | 1 ¢ i} t
i aler : v aan a i & E ur S i ‘e » ¢ eas |
movementis in many ecent wags, and a ‘“;_, bitl;}km t th € oper - — be gathered 1 w t tr ATe presumabiy i
» ar er i & Ve Y n he B0 < “ro 5 Arthur - v
study of the entire country s#ithin the| .. ,d< 0 t .\ st, on the south, he X ‘ From Port Arthu g i thi- kit VEIC e L
the Gulf of ore s Lia - - I i
war zone is Interesting he Gulf of Korea, the Liao , Niuchwang miles; from Po |
zgone is Inter (| ; insula with the Port Arthur sty o L e thi s ot definitely known « side
3 Jui «|at its tip, Yin-kow, the port of bin 350 miles From | " Ru b ey i There have
o ' T R - POAL nsi i . -
) | | chwang, and Niuchwang itself Che -vang is 150 mile e ts a considerable number
THE THEATER OF : . | fromn River is. as { ! ! K 1 ut it 18 reported
‘ ol Niuchwang the Key to Liao Valley. | e mii Fvom 1 O ‘ ' 1s well as other
i the lies, ron {
| - Yin-kow, at the mouth of the Liao | Ri o Mukden | Pa o ur , have been taken
xtent and Character of the Terri- . e “RO | the alu River to Mukden =
E ‘ m tiver, 18 the port of Niuchwang, which is 8 t 150 miles: from the he to I withi a few months
tory and Waters Involved in the about thirty miles distant up thel, } ean Guif to Viadivostok is 4 pé 3t
2 & p Yin-kow, which is connected by |y Ba: which th
Conflict—Advantageous Posi o . g Y | m from which the only Impreg e F s
- & o t‘_wn rail with lln Port Arthur branch of the | feasible road leads over the mountain Impregnable From the Sea.
of Russia and Obstaclés Which ! | Siberian Rallroad, is the key to the| into the Sur L aliey iikin bbb aven.l 29 thie Viadivostok is now prac-
Yapan Would Meet in an Invasmni Llao valley. The possession of Yin- ity miles southwes of Viadivostok, | ticat mpregnable What has been
’ . - { |lkow by the Russians gives them for | From Possiet Ba long the only feusl | done against the possible attacks of the
of Manchuria. their fleet an excellent anchorage during [ble road to Ninguta, near which it | Japanes well A indicated by
el *+ -— | 5ix months in the year, and an addi !\‘.41-1}11 be wvossible to intercept the ' i tually done some years ago,
P on e . tional coaling staion. Its possession hy: tailroad, the distance i1s | when re was a Russo-British wer|
The x.hv- ater of .‘« \\i|r iwmpr;« s all X:‘.o the Japanese would deprive the Rus-| From Ninguta to Ki-|scare over the Indian frontier., At that
territory and “'”'I\v ipon which the|gjans of these advantages and would | 1, Is anoth 0 mi .|"“‘ L 't the east and west
combatants may assail .,.‘,.‘;, other, and | secure to the Japanese a base of opera-{at the end of i vou are still sev entrand ut out; the western en-
must :ml be confounded witix ti :‘ l::»-;i; | tions within a day's march of the Port|ty miles from the rallroad in a str ;15111, tran v Iy closed with mines,
ter of operations, which is a defined | Arthur branch of the Siberian Railroad, | iine. | and the eastern entrance was underlaid,

est road to the ubjective is the best.”
From Possiet Bay it woula be impos-
sible to send troops northwest, along
the Possiet Bay-Ninguta road to the
Viadivostok-Harbin Raliroad at Mo-
dashi, which could cut off Viadivostiok
from direct railroad connection with
Harbin, or a force could be sent north
from this point to break the line in
the immediate rear of Vliadivostok, and
between the city and the junction of
the Harbin Raflroad with the branch
running north to Kharbarovsk, which
latter road furnishes the summer route,
in connection with the Amur and Sun-
gari Rivers, from Harbin to Viadive-
stock. Along the Possiet Bay rovte
there are forts at Hun-Chun, and San-
sing, as well as forts and ar arsenai
and powder mills at Kirin, which the
Russian ve seized and are operating. }

Hun-chun i-= on the telegriphic
The city

system.
f Kirin occupies two miles rvn

the left bank of the Suneari, In a hfntl
where the river sweep rom east to
west on its way to join the Am:
s known as the “‘Dockyard,” be
it is the chief boat-building wve
the Sungari.
!
QUESTION OF TRANSPORT.

Not So Difficult for the Russians as |
| Generally Believed. !

|
g oL

el

Japanese Strategist

lmpregnable Viadivostok Bldb Fair to

Baffle
s, Shrewd as They

Have Shown Themselves to Be.
l

1

i miserably. It must be
| however, that the Russian soldier is not
{accustomed to the luxurious fare of the
| American soldier, for instance, or even
1of the Japanese, and he still would be
| efficient under conditions that would be
a scandal in our service. The Cossacks
|can scrape up a Hving where others
| would starve. They are, in fact, the
| most accomplished foragers in the world
! and as they usually have spare horses,
;g.»mo-tiznys two for each man, they are
i likely to be the most mobile and best
{fed troops in the fleld of operations.
{ The Chinese farmers will not be Hkely
to cause the Russians any considerable
lanxxci" in the territory which they now
occupy. Too many of them have been
made rich, according to their lights, by
the Hussian oc¢cupation, and the wailes
have done everything to make the ag-
! riculturists understand that they sare
friends and their incerests identical.
Japanese Supply System Good.
The Japanese system of transport as
a whole is much superior to that of the
Russians, Starting from Japan all sup-
plies are done up in packages covered in
! matting, of a siz. that can be easily lift-
| ed by two men. ‘These packages are put
| cn steamers, then transferred te smaller

| tugs, of which the Japanese have plenty,
then from the tugs te the small boats,
From the shore, on which, owing to
| their light-draft steamers and small
| boats, they can land with considerable
facility at many points, their supplies
are transported In light carts, most

adaptable to the country they will have
to fight in. These vehicles are In strong
contirast to the heavy Russian cart.
Again, the Russians have no corps of
{ transport men other than the Cossack,
whereas the Japanese troops have only
to fight, for. they bring thelr own corps
of coolies.

During their war with China they
showed a remarkable ability to create
their transport and commissariat ap-
parentiy out of nothing as they went
along. They did not trouble much about
baggage trains; they had them, to be
sure, well supplied and well organized,
but the troops moved so quickly that
they were out of touch with thelr
wagons half the time. They traveled in
the lightest possible order and picked
up any old native carts or mules or
coolies they chanced to mect, making
them serve the necessities of the mo-
ment, and then letting them go and get-
ting others farther on. The only draw-
back of this system was that as sthe
campaign advanced the armies became
clogged by large numbers of coclies and
other camp followers, who created a
great deal of trouble. During the ad-
vance to the relief of the besieged lega-
tions a¢ Pekin the Japangse commissary
was, by common agreement of the for-
eign officers, better than that of any of

the European troops, and the Japanese
Isnldl«rs showed a genius for foraging
| and accommodating their appetites to

| the food available in the country. In
| the present campalgn the Mikado's
fighting man is carrying a great deal

more food with
advers:
days’

him than his Russian
Against the latter's two
rations he carries two cooked
rations of rice in addition to six emerg-
ency rations. These are contained in
| an aluminum mess pan, and as the rice
! has been boiled and dried in the sun, the
}rntirf- weight is trifling. It is commonly
supposed that the Japanese soldier lives
entirely on rice and dried fish, but such
is not the fact. He can live, and fight
well, on that spare diet, if necessary;
but he is given meat and other sustain-
ing foods, whenever practicable, as well
as beer or saki.
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T RUSSIA CAN FEED ARMY.

i Not Wholly Dependent Upon Rail-;
road West of Harbin—Rich Ag-
ricultural Country to Draw From.
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ster that crawls on its belly, meaning.
soldiers must eat like
people. To

the field with food,

!m

ol that

coursa,
otner supply an army in
especially where th>
: is far from the fleld of operations,

remembered, | Pekin

said that an army is a mon- |

road from Korea on tha scuth-
east, (1) from some point, say Taku-
shan, on the south, (4; f#rom Niuchwang,

or (5) Chin-Wang-Tao on the southwest.
The partial paralysis of Russtan sea
power at the present moment relegates

Port Arthur to the position of a de-
tached factor, to be consider:d of the
first importance only from the izo-

ment when Russia starts a fleet from
European waters capablé of swinging
thé balance of naval strength in the Far
East in her favor. Then Jupan must
take the stronghold and destroy the re-
mainder of the Russian fiecet at any cost,
80 as to leave her own fleet free to meet
the coming foe. The Viadivostok squad-
ren also should be taken care of in this
eventuality, to prevent its junciion with
the western fleet.

Enough stress has not besn laid by
military experts commenting on the war
on the great advantage accs.ing to
Russia from the fact that she is fight~
ing.on the defensive, The modern
long-range, rapld-fire rifle and field plece
have made frontal attacks mwore than
ever to be avolded. Movemencs calcu-
lated to turn the enemy out of his posi-
tion by threatening his lines of ojera-
tion and communieation must more and

more be resorted to. The country
through which Japan mur* fight her
way, {f properly defended, -vill make

this maneuvering most difficuit.

At the present moment Russia has
available for field operations in Man-
churia approximately 175,000 men, exclu-
sive of the garrison at Port ‘Arthur and
Viadivostok.

According to the best information,
Japan has 260,000 troops ‘“in motion,”
that is, in Korea or in transports, wi@
60,00 more in garrisons or at military
depots, exclusive of 120,000 more which
have nct been called to the colors.

- e
i THE PROB_AELE OUTCOME.

|
. Japan Likely to Retain Korea,
]
While Rvessia Will Continue to
Hold the Railroad to Pori Arthur. |

|
l
-k e

Suppose the Japaznese carried the first
line of Russian defense, took Port Ar-
thur and Vladivostok, and foreced Ku-
ropatkin back to Harbin—a herculean
task. Japar would have to have an
army  of approximately 300,000 men to
take that base. And then the Czar's ar-
mies would only retire to form a new
base west of Harbin, where the concen-
tration of troops could be continued. An
advance on Harbin would be a mulitary
risk requiring a Japanese Napoleon who
would have to bear in mind the retreat
from Moscow.

The presence of a victorious Japanese
army in Harbin would not force Russia
to abandon the contest. The annihila-
tion of present Russian armies would
gettle nothing. Back of Harbin are
other bases from which new Russian
armies would advance next year or the
vear after, or whenever Russia was
| ready. Japan could not in the end hold
the territory conqguered. She would be
compelled to eventually retire with 2
loss of prestige, and nothing geined. So
unless the first important battles shail
show that the Japanese are hamensely
superior to the Russlans in strategy, tac-
tics, and fighting qualities, it seems likely
that they will have to be content with
something less than Harbin. If they can
possess themselves temporarily of Port
Arthhir and Vladivostok, and hold
southern Manchuric say on a line from
iiao-Yang to the Yalu, they will have
achieved a great success. Port Arthur

it eame into their hand,
ue to hold the virtual mastery
sea. Viadivostok most likely
eventually be retaken by Russia, inough
Japan might neutralize its ‘military
value by occupying and fortifying the
adjacent islands,

On the other hand, should Russia sue-
ceed in rolling the invading Japanese
back across the Yalu she could scarcely
hope to drive them out of Korea so long
.as Japan has the freedom of the seas,
{ 80, if the reasoning has been correct,
Japan cannot conquer Russia aad Rus-
sia cannot conquer Japan. The final
| outcome of the struggle, therefore, may
+be in the nature of a draw, with the
| advantage in favor of Japan, inasmuch
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